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Discussion with Senior Police Officials 


On March 3, 1977, RSO held discussions with two senior 
police officials concerning possible terrorist threat 
to the U.S. community. As way of background , -Source 
stated that the Argentine, D.S. and other governments 
are engaged in a worldwide struggle against Communists, 
Marxists and terrorist. The U.S. present role is one 
of strategic security. The Argentine governments role 
is one of tactical security, but the overall objectives 
within each role are the same. The Argentine fight i.8 
more bitter because it pits Argentine against Argentine. 

This makes the struggle more brutal and more intense. 

Source stated that the main enemy consists of the Monto- 
ueros who derived their initial power during the Peronist 
period whan they had free access to government, universities 
ana labor. At that time it was popular among many of the 
youth to pass themselves off as Moutoneros. However , to 
do so now is virtually a death sentence. Source stated 
the Monto’ueros have suffered major military defeats over 
the past year and that the government campaign to eliminate 
them has been sc far successful. However, they still have 
some capability to create sporadic terrorist incidents. 

One Source stated that he believes the terrorists ate 
beginning to run out of money and logistic support. Re 
cites that recently home-made weapons have been found 
of very rudimentary design which indicate their failure 
to be able to buy or obtain the type of weapons that they 
have used in previous operations. Also, the recent move- 
ment to increased bombing attacks indicates a lack of 
sufficient trained personnel for strong military actions 
at police or government targets. The bomb attacks are 
indiscriminate in nature. 

Source stated that the Kontoneros have 
well-educated, gifted persons from the 
continue to be attracted to the terror 
Terrorist] provides them an opportunity 
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personal inequities that they'may feel. Source stated 
that at present we are in a very dangerous situation 
due to the inflation and economic conditions prevalent 
in the country. These conditions provide an ideal back- 
ground for the recruitment of additional terrorist forces. 
Source seated that the Hontoneros have tried to involve 
themselv&s in labor activities, but to date with limited 
success. Their infiltration,^! the police and military, 
for the most part, took place during the Peronist period 
when they were shown favoritism by the Government. This, 
plus poor counter-intelligence techniques, allowed them 
free access to the security services. 

Source' believes that the main leadership of Hontonero 
elements and other Marxist-based . revolutionaries for 
Latin America is in Paris and that Argentina, Brazil, 

Uruguay and Chile are still the main targets of these 
groups. One Source stated that he believes on a country- 
wide basis the Hontoneros hove no more than 1500 hard line 
troops. Other Source declined to give an estimate. 

Both Sources stated that irrespective of the terrorist 
courting of the human rights issue, diplomatic personnel 
must still consider themselves a potential terrorist 
target and should not in any way reduces their security. 
Sources stated that although the Hontoneros were being 
defeated on the military front, they had gained a very 
strong victory on the propaganda front via the human rights 
issue followed by the U.S. decision to withdraw the military 
credits. One Source further stated that yesterd'ay he had 
lunch with a number of high level military personnel and 
they expressed their intense diesatisf action with the 
U.S. position concerning the human rights issue, stating 
that ve did not understand the problem. Also, that many 
of them who previously had supported the seaUing of credits 
and assistance from the U.S. now thought it would be a 
better policy to seek such assistance from European powers. 
Source' stated there had long been a division of opinion 
emong some of the military concerning assistance, many 
favoring the U.S. market as opposed to European markets. 

But now the ones he had contact with were unified in the 
feeling that they should look to Europe and not to the 
U.S. Both Sources are high level career officers, heavily 
involved in terrorist suppression. 


